
1182 Chenango Street 
Binghamton, NY 13901-1696 
607-772-6904

Non-Profit 

Organization

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Binghamton, NY 

Permit No. 14

“Like” us on Facebook

LinkedIn Member

NEWSLETTER OF THE CHILDREN’S HOME • 1182 CHENANGO STREET, BINGHAMTON, NY 13901 • 607-772-6904

Ways To Be Involved
Your gift to the Children’s Home can help make an important difference in the lives 
of children and families. We accept gifts of cash, stock and charitable trusts. You can 
include the Children’s Home in your will and estate planning, or make a gift to our 
endowment. Gifts may be for on-going operating expenses or for a special project.

•	Make a bequest to the Children’s Home in your will
•	Consider making a tax advantage gift from your IRA
•	Make us the beneficiary of your life insurance policy

Please contact your financial planner for specific advice.

Need a service project for your group? Want to host a fundraiser or donation drive? 
Give us a call at 607-772-6904 ext 131 or email donations@chowc.org and we would 
be happy to give you some guidance.Follow us on Twitter  

@chowc607
No one has ever become poor by giving.

 ~ Anne Frank

Telephone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 607-772-6904 
800-772-6904

George T . Dermody  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 121 
President/CEO

Phil Strawn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 237 
Vice-President, Finance 

Frederick Mohrien  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 140 
Senior Vice-President, Programming

Kim Stratton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 139 
Vice-President, Quality

Maria Cali   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 101 
Senior Vice-President, Education

Margaret Tatich  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 131 
Vice-President, Community & Donor 
Relations

Daniel Thomas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 216 
Vice-President, Facilities Maintenance

Jean Westcott  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 183 
Vice-President, Personnel

Vikki Collazo   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 257 
Director of Youth Employment/
Volunteer Engagement

Rev . Douglas Clark   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 128 
Director of Spiritual Life

Kate Carello, LCSW-R  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ext . 242 
Vice-President, Strategic Initiatives

E-Mail   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .info@chowc .org

Web Site   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .www .chowc .org

HOW TO CONTACT US

Serving Children Since 1912
news

SERVING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FOR OVER 100 YEARS    www.chowc.org

SUMMER 2018

Board of Directors
Derek Russell 
 Board Chair

Rhonda McConnell 
 Vice Chair

David Chambers 
 Treasurer

Robert J . Ford, Jr . 
 Corporate Secretary

Scott Anglehart
Margaret (Pokey) Crocker
Matthew Curry, Ex-Officio
Katherine Fauty
David Gill
Patrick Gleason
Catherine Kacyvenski
Shirley Mattice, Ex-Officio
Heather Miller
Andrew Morrison
Sophia Resciniti
Tonia Thompson
Susan Vitanza
Richard Weeks

THE CHILDREN’S HOME
1182 CHENANGO STREET
BINGHAMTON, NY 13901
607-772-6904

CEO’s Message
Thank you for taking the time to read the latest edition of our newsletter. I am grateful 
to all our benefactors and supporters who sustain and encourage the Mission of the 
Children’s Home. As we have for 106 years, the Children’s Home is engaged in the 
process of maintaining our traditions as well as seeking new ways to respond to the 
needs in our community. 

I just had the opportunity to speak with a young man who was in our Foster Care 
Program and is now part of our Supportive Independent Living (SILP) Program. He is 
heading off to college at St. John’s University. His upcoming voyage into promising and 
uncharted territory is something all of us can relate to. Statistically, children who grow 
up in foster care have a low rate of graduating college, studies say as low as 10%. I can’t 
predict what will happen with this young man, but I do know that he has the full support 
of the Children’s Home behind him. I saw the hope and commitment in the eyes of the 
program director who is accompanying him to freshman orientation. I know of many 
staff who have offered their support and prayers to assist in his success. Because of your 
support we can confidently make a commitment to support his needs now and for years 
to come. Watching those we serve go off to college is one of those pivotal experiences 
that sustain us in our work. At the Children’s Home we are blessed with many 
opportunities to see children and families growth and success. Whether it is passing a 
swimming test, riding a horse, gaining a new level in karate, attending a service project 
or finishing summer school our young people continue to achieve and prevail. Some 
moments have an even deeper significance: we have said good bye to several children 
going home to loving families, we have twenty-seven children in the process of being 
adopted and several children moving into foster families. Each day we see glimmers 
of hope and opportunity shine through that reassure us that our work matters, your 
support matters and most importantly our children and families matter. Those we serve 
are full of promise and potential. We thank you for supporting our work and invite you 
to join us in our Mission as a volunteer, foster parent or employee of our team. Together 
we are making positive differences in the lives of those we are privileged to serve. Thank 
you for believing in the Children’s Home.

AT THE CHILDREN’S HOME WE ARE BLESSED WITH MANY OPPORTUNITIES  
TO SEE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES GROWTH AND SUCCESS

PS: As I finish writing to you, we have just been 
informed that the Children’s Home has received 
reaccreditation with the Council on Accreditation 
(COA.) This national body recognizes the Children’s 
Home as having quality policies and procedures that 
support our work with children and families. We look 
forward to sharing more with you about this great 
accomplishment in the days to come. 

George T. Dermody 
President/CEO 
gdermody@chowc.org

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR 2018 EVENTS

Save the date !
Holiday Tree Lighting 
Celebration
Thursday, December 6, 2018
Hillcrest Campus • 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

At our 60th Annual Ice 
Cream Social with my 
friends from Magic 101.7

13th Annual Maggie Memorial Golf Tournament, 
June 29, 2018

Interested in becoming a Board 
member? Here’s how…
Submit your résumé to Sue Vroman 
at svroman@chowc.org

Magic 101.7 
will be 
having a live 
remote!

Fun at our 60th Annual Ice Cream Social,  
August 14, 2018

2018 Events Sponsors

Gold Level
Curcio Printing
Southern Tier Insulations
Visions Federal Credit Union

Silver Level
Brown & Brown Empire State
Levene Gouldin & Thompson, LLP
M&T Bank
NBT Bank
Sanico – Cleaning Solutions
Sysco Corporation

Bronze Level
The Akel Family
Brown & Brown of Lehigh Valley
Cornerstone Family Healthcare
Delta Engineers, Architects and Land 

Surveyors, DPC
Levene Gouldin & Thompson, LLP
Security Mutual Life Insurance
Tioga Downs Casino & Racing
The Raymond Corporation

Supporter
NYSEG
QCI Asset Management
Coughlin & Gerhart, LLP
Maines Paper & Food Services, Inc.
Peranich & Shelp Construction, Inc.
Russ the Big Guy



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Fervor for Fundraising – 
Jenna Schaeffer
Jenna Schaeffer contacted the Children’s Home in early April 
2018 asking where we had needs. Jenna currently holds the 
title as “New York Preteen for Princess for America.” Service 
projects are highly encouraged, but Jenna has a stronger 
motive driving her to do good in her community. Her mother 
went through the foster care system for a while as a child, and 
some of Jenna’s neighbors foster children. She has seen a few 
children who were removed from their homes due to violence 
and/or drugs. Jenna wants to help kids who have come out of 
situations such as that.

Jenna began a community service endeavor titled “Love 
Fosters.” She has hosted numerous fundraisers such as a 
basketball tournament, garage sale, painting party, bottle 
drive and a Charity Queen placement at the Afton fair for 
the young lady that was able to bring the most donations 
for children. So far this year she’s been able to raise close to 
$1,000 and has had over 500 items donated! Jenna is on a 
mission to help raise awareness in the community. The coolest 
thing about this whole process…Jenna is only 13 years old.

“Jenna decided to give help and show her community that 
all children, no matter what their circumstances, matter. She 
is hopeful to keep up that momentum for the second half of 
2018 as well!” said her mother, Christina.

Jenna is from Chenango Valley and we cannot thank her 
enough for her example to the community and her heart for 
helping those in need. We wish her all the best in her future 
endeavors and cannot wait to see what she does next!

Jenna hosting and 
participating in the 
activities she planned 
to help raise money for 
the Children’s Home 
Emergency Shelter!

Dreams and Rainbows in the 
Family Support Program
What do Desmond Tutu, rainbows and a glass bowl have in 
common? They were all a part of Pastor Doug’s visit to the 
Norwich site of the Family Support Program recently. 

It began in the sanctuary of Broad Street United Methodist 
Church with the pastor, Rev. Rachael Morse. The children were 
encouraged to ask about what they saw. A large beautiful bowl 
made of stained glass in a rainbow pattern “for people who 
follow Jesus,” it connects the Noah story with the sacrament of 
baptism for example. Questions ran from the mundane, “Why 
are the benches called pews?” to the profound, “Why are two 
sticks tied together like the letter ‘t’?” One participant said, “I’ve 
been coming in this place for FSP all the time and I didn’t even 
know this room was here!” (CHOWC rents several rooms from 
Broad Street UMC for FSP.)

Later the children heard “God’s Dream” read to them, a book 
by Desmond Tutu. Knowing the Archbishops role in peacefully 
dismantling apartheid in South Africa only added to the message 
that God dreams of people working and playing together, 
talking out disagreements and asking and giving forgiveness of 
one another. When God’s Dream becomes real, God smiles like 
a rainbow! So the children made handprint rainbows…

Terry Potter and all the FSP staff made the day a blessing for all.

Children at FSP learning while doing! Thanks for the fantastic 
imagery!

20 Years of Service
On August 17, 2018 a group of volunteers from the State 
Employees Federal Credit Union (SEFCU) office in Albany along 
with a local SEFCU representative renovated the Children’s 
Home Boys’ Group Home kitchen, snack room and pantry. They 
sent the group of boys and staff out to Hope Lake Lodge & 
Indoor Water Park at Greek Peak Mountain Resort water park 
and adventure center for the day and paid for the trip along with 
a nice lunch. Half the group enjoyed a day at the water park; they 
rode down the slides, played water basketball and relaxed in the 
hot tub. The other half of the group enjoyed a zip line tour that 
included four different zip lines of varying length and speed. The 
group then met up and had a nice lunch together while sharing 
stories about all the fun they had. When we arrived back at the 
group home we found a freshly painted kitchen, pantry and 
snack room adorned with motivational pictures, white boards for 
menu planning, plants on the counters to brighten the area and 
a pantry full of shelves and baskets that were greatly needed. 
The boys’ favorite part of the renovation was the clock they hung 
in the snack room made of big spoons, forks and knives. SEFCU 
also had LOWES representatives come to measure the floor of 
the snack room, kitchen and pantry and a new floor will be going 
in soon. All of the boys were very grateful to SEFCU and thanked 
them for all they do for their home. 

SEFCU has always been a great support to the Boys’ Group 
Home around the holidays and it was amazing that they reached 
out to include us in one of their ‘Renovate that’ projects. In the 
near future the group home will be receiving new bedroom 
furniture and SEFCU has graciously offered to purchase new 
bedding and pillows for the boys to complete their rooms. We 
are so grateful to SEFCU and all they have done in the past 20 
years and hope to continue partnering with them for years to 
come. 

Submitted by: Megan Guiles, Supervisor, Boys Group Home

PROGRAM and AGENCY NEWS

A Day Treatment Student learning about fabric they will use

SEFCU volunteers with a few of the boys at the Group Home in 
their renovated kitchen

Our Grads posing with George as they get ready for the 
Education Ceremony

David Owens Community Service Award  
Recognizes the person who exhibits interest  

in helping others  
Randi L . and Christopher B .

David Owens Writing Award Recognizes 
The student who has shown significant gains in

writing and a positive attitude
Seth P . and Shawna . P .

Gregg Award  
Recognizes and encourages personal growth 

through attainment of goals 
Nayshema V . and Shawna P .

The Children’s Home Education Department’s 
awards ceremony recognized students’  

academic, behavioral and social achievements.

Children’s Home Eagles SOAR

Congratulations Graduates! 
Good luck and best wishes to the Community Programs 2018 
graduates:

•	Morgan	G.,	Maine-Endicott	High	School

•	Sean	D.,	Binghamton,	High	School

David Owens Reading Award  
Recognizes the student who has shown significant gains in  

reading and a positive attitude  
Caleigh L . and Hailei D .

Academic Achievement Awards  
Caleigh L ., Kevin B ., Steven 0 ., Angelina L .,  

Aiden F . and Natalie T .

Character Achievement Awards  
Dakota D .M ., Angel L .A ., Julia V .,  

Javon C ., Rashat S ., Christopher B .,  
Sean D . and Summer H .

Overall Academic and Character Achievement Awards  
Chrissy C ., Ryder W ., Cayden B ., Shawna P . and Dylan J .

Day Treatment in Stitches!
Rachel Ray, a teacher aid at the Children’s Home began a 
sewing class that started at the beginning of the Summer 
school session. This class included both Day Treatment and 
Day School students, and while it was not mandatory, it was a 
huge success with the kids; there was a full house for the first 
session! There was quite a lot of planning involved and staff 
donated fabric, sewing machines and supplies so this dream 
could become a reality. Staff assisted and helped the children 
learn to slip stitch. This class will continue to meet weekly 
through the summer and the kids will learn to do different 
projects.

Spiritual Life 

Pastor Doug
Director of Spiritual Life

You must encourage and help each other, 
 just as you are already doing.

Apostle Paul (1 Thess. 5:11)

“You can call me ‘Pastor Doug,’ if you want.” How many 
children and teenagers did I say that to in that last five 
months?

As the new Director of Spiritual Life it was one of the first 
concerns people had about me. I decided it was best to 
follow the lead of “Pastor Bill” Townsend, who had this role 
before me. He literally “wrote the book” on spiritual care 
for children like those of CHOWC. He left many resources, 
information and advice to help me get started. Mostly his 
sixteen years of ministry here set a faithful pattern for me to 
emulate. Other staff persons were also encouraging:

“Really, I want to help. Come ask me anything…”

“Maybe we could work together and bring out the spiritual 
side of my work here.”

“I am so glad we have a chaplain again.”

In the five months I have been at the Children’s Home I have 
been so blessed by the accepting and helpful ways of the 
staff, too numerous to mention individually. It was a wonderful 
surprise and I am grateful to them.

My coworkers here are diverse in any way you can imagine, 
except one. The best interest of the children (long term) 
guides their vocations, interventions and conversations.

These are two spiritual skills (encouraging and caring) that 
build up the spirits of those involved.

Part of my calling (vocation) here is to identify what is already 
spiritually vibrant and active and to encourage it.

I wonder, dear newsletter reader, what is spiritually vibrant 
among you and yours? Have you identified such things? 
Encouraged them? Your interest in the Children’s Home is a 
spiritual gift to us.

May God give peace around you, peace among you and 
peace within you. 


